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GIVES HIS SIDE OF IN HE
WAS WITH FROM HALL.

II. X. Wheeler, the veteran editor) was true. The Springfield Register
of the Qulncy JournaJ, and a mem- - said that the delegation came

Phone

EDITOR WHEELER'S STORY HEARST-HARRISO- N

MEETING AT SPRINGFIELD
VETERAN DEMOCRAT UNPLEASANT INCIDENT

THREATENED

ber of the Illinois state democratic ! uowu in 23 cars. .At all j took his place on the platform. After
central committee, has prepared a tlle was a Chicago Judge Thompson's speec h was over
story of the meeting hld at affajr- - in ever' way, from start to fin--j Mr. Harrison on Mr. Lawrence
field during fair week at which hejisil- - Indeed, the meeting could have j for a speech and when the editor
was subjected to treatment at ' bef n more cheaply held in Chi-- j arose he a great ovatkn
the hands of the ' cyP than in Springfield for the down- - from the Chicago people. Mr. Lr.w-crow- d

of Chicago when attempted Ftaltf attendance at the meeting was rence was the speaking hero of he
to address the gathering Mr hee-- 1 t,ot large. U was much smaller than meeting. He was the knight
ler writs as follows:

As scat myself to write the story
of the recent Springfield meeting I
feel that am confronted by the most
diHeult job of newspaper writing that

have ever undertaken. To be in the
vortex of a whirling storm, or, per-
haps. might more accurately say. to
tie the of that steirm, is a new
experience to roe; and then to ge
away from that situation and write cf
it as if I had not been in it; to write of

fairly and without bias men who were
truthfully and judiciously,

honorably and manfully. Is no easy
thing to do. can assure you.

To apply lot of cheap and uerly
epithets to, and personally abuse

'
- -

of
'

to

i

it or

a

have been

hall.
who so me, of the and the back

and other ways disgraced
name be an j

matter; but that would no good and is not necessary for me to
would wholly unworthy of In this story going into the

this I shall limin-- : dotail- - f .

at as nearly as I can. wish .. , , .

to write of it. as nearly as I can. as if
some one else had enacted my part at
that meeting. I wish to lay aside, as
nearly as I can. personal bias ar:l
piejudire. and te!l a plain, straightfor-
ward, truthful s'ory of that meetine. I

wish to tell such a btory as no truthful
man at that meeting can deny.

it been widely advertised pre
viously to the that the

rence-IIarriso- n men mi re coming
to Springfield strong; '

and the leaders of the elaim-e- l
that they had that many men In

t'.. PV rv fnlr.o Tf n cn
would
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'the leaders had .said would the gathering.
be; much smaller. than the
down-stat- e democrats expected
be, and much than the demo-
cratic state organization expected
to be. far Til-- attendance cf
(inn-s'si- n was concerned,
the meeting far from
one. Ttie was made very
larg'dy of il:c Chicago delegation; af-

ter iliem c.;u:" he il;;wu-si;!t- e men in
sympathy ui:h tae uo eue-n- t

sqtiarely, small sprinkling of
prejudice, friendly the state

think ihat must
men the hn'1. for the

feats ,vere full and n:cn were standing
the fciiI"S the big i:i lb"
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'chairman of the meeting. In iaK;ag
the meeting Mr. Harrison out-
lined the purposes of in rati sav-
age language. He bitterly denounced
the stpte ion. and said that

land his friends were in favor of ha-- j

mony "Harmony with an Ax." is the
jway put it; and might have add- -

ed with bludgeon, too, and told the
truth.

Mr. Harrison said that regretted
that the man who was down on the
program for the first speech whs not
present on account of delayed
but that he would arrive soon. Mean- -

while, k" J!Mt;e Thompsonvertised and through- -

.u ,,. of Jacksonville fill In the time, which
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wi'h his speech, which was not an es-

pecially noteworthy one. I asked him
if he would permit me him a
question. cer-
tainly."

I was sitting on the main floor of
, V, Lnl l..rt ln . ..

a thl,

I to to be fair
give

then the fellows, who

elapsed and
went with

tpeech.
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'Twas
Chicago

Thompson's talk Andrew Lawrence
Chicago came into the building and

Springfield

plumed
Chicago

Springfield

lit was the key- -
note orator. He pitched the key ar.d
the other speakers spoke in tune. He
was cocked and primed fer the occa-
sion, and ho poured hot shot into the
htr.te organisation and all Its friends.

After Mr. Lawrence finished, Con-

gressman Graham of the
district was calied on bv Mr. ILrr:-soi- !.

Mr. Graham took the l!oor and
h:ii it for -'- 1 ininutvs. lie H a
windy fellow. lie the to
use words without anything.
Mr. am was, most the time,
soft and purring echo for Mr. Law-
rence; a phono? raph ii.tn whi h Mr.
Lrv.'rence had talked, rxivv: back his
words, mitu s th"ir vigor aid i' y.

Mr. Graham's o"c:-s:one- d

some surp.fl?e among those
sitting arourd the tables,
who knew him personally.

I felt that inasmuch as the state
organization was being roundly d -t

ouueed. it l ad a r jo Lt to a defense.
It is the rule in civilized countries
everywhere that the accuned shall be
hard before judgment is passed on
iheni. Len murderers
are to defend
and is up.' ii
then; they are naked if they I.av'o snv-thin- g

to say why judgment should
not be pronounced. I felt then and
I fee! now, that state committ e
had a riebt to be heard in its own be-

lts' at This meeting: and I wrote
a note, addressed to
telling him that I wished to be heard;
briefly in defense of the state om-mitte- e,

and asking him if he would
give me a to be heard. This
note I passed up to him while Mr.Judge Thompson proceeded to do. Af- - j
SeXfon rfcicago who foIlowed yiT

tor the Judge got pretty well along , Grahara as the nest speaker on the

to ask
He "Yes;

r -

program, was making his talk. Mr
Harrison read the note, at me'
and shook his head decisively.

When Mr. Sexton finished his
speech, Mr. Harrison came to the
front cf the platform and paid that

i V r ' he he!d a Eot,? b': hala table provided the use news-- ;

JO h!m hy Mr wbfo!p Pskins ff,rpaper men As I are to ask my ques-- tfae privilPi,c of u.inR at t::s;
Ition Mr. Harrison tumred to hs fi-e- t i n. .... .v.. , .1

. . , . , ,1 "eeiing. Jie saia iiiai l could not;
Shelihom. Ala.- -,n from ,

and o.

lady,
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before

the

Mr.

ard

der. d his subordinates. ho were tha
'
he dJd not r"roDoVe to h'av U

standing near, to make me keep still! brokeu into bv Rp?Pr Sullivan or any:
or put me out cf the building. In do- - ; of b;3 At the close of his i

.irg this, he came to the front of the remark8 got on to my feet and ap-- iFiage. near urn ere i was standing, ana j pealed him as a fair man to trlvo
was appealing him

enough to me a hearing.
that

restored

a

remarks

reporters'

condemned
permitted

judgment

f so
Harrison,

addressed

li(

henchmen.
I

me a hearing. I told him that if he
would give me even five minutes I
should be satisfied. Then, aeain. his

seemed to be detailed to take care of I Chicago friends pounced upon me and
that pnrt of the work, laid violent hands j buffeted me about as if I had been a
uton me. jerked me hither and thither ( feather pillow. It was then my
and jammed me down ino my chair. tell-- ; friend. Rees, of the SprinsfieM F.eg- -

, i:.g me, in their polite. Chicago way, IsLer, came to my rescue. I had been!
i that if I did not keep still they would I associating with Mr. Rees for 20
throw me out of the building. I judge: years, kiowing all that time that I,

jth3 t some six or even had been associating with a kir,d
before quiet was

than Judge Thompson on
his

with

of

Springfield

ability
saying

of

'them.-elve-s,

chance

looked

to

minutes;
hearted, mild mannered genial man.
I did not know him, for I had never
cati tflt KldA n f hie not nro ann'ilA

Tlease notice. In that to. But when the Chicago fellows
Judge Thompscn is as ready to train t

pounced upon me, Mr. Rees got busy
with Lawrence now as he was in j and rushed Into the melee. In savage
1&o4. Judge Thompson is, I think, aj tones he told the Chicago fellows to

Your dngg!st sella it. Please try It. j good man but he is a weak man. j unhand me, telling them that if they
s.B-:r-f- .f.: L --?' v De.. Chir?- - Lawrence can demi-at- e him with his! put me cut of the tall thev would

rJn&&ZVH ! little rmger. j have to put him out too. His con- -
ur Vroiica. ' u iiia wri?vei, oa tima. j During the course cf Judge duct waa generous and courageous in
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answered:

fy 4-7-
1 West

i the extreme. Hereafter I shall treat
j Mr. Rees more circumspectly.

I was still appealing to Mr. Harri-
son for a hearing when Mr. Recs

' threw his arms about me and like a
' brother appealed to me to give up
the He it was j having seen a striking of
useless for me to try to get hearing Carter Harrison's character
and that If I did not desist in trying
to be heard that he and I were going
to get into serious trouble! and bo
listened to him and again took my
seat. Had it not been for Mr. Rees
1 cannot say what would have hap-
pened to me. I think that the dis-
turbance must have lasted for fully
10 lasted away for he
was, indeed, wild and wooly

.fter order was onre more restor
ed, Mr. I: a i rison
Phonier of Chi-.T.z-

in inute;!, fo!iowi:i;v
other in
state

and

and got
and

and

man
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and
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way

how

that
told how that that man!

should' How the dem- -

the state for tiie pur-
pose cf ov.-r- t browing the present
riate or;:a;:ation.

Then Mr. Luvton, of
cam.- to th.- f.oat and read

These were
and and

.id jo.irn put and and the
was end.

There no d the prog
ress of this that Mr. Harri-
son could given a hear

might, have been
might have been well
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and
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a
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rison through. lightly
rated ability,
not trust him, politically, other-
wise. knew Governor well,

this information from him at
first hand; recall it now, after

struggle. said that exhibition
meth- -

time.

ods. to that strong
would have acted differently from

the Carter Harrison the
other day. A strong would hve

to "Yes, on!
your piece!" Small men
make first-clas- s tyrants. It
py day for Harrison when Gov

minutes; while it Altgeld passed

speakers

feared that honest old eagle. He fear-
ed only penetrating

on eve he his beak claw.
he talked if Governor Altgeld alive to-th- e

he would make feathers fly
denouncing the from Lawrence Carter
in

terms. Zianner by
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democrats' the
ocratic sh?epfold did dospise him!

The speakers at this meeting round-
ly denounced the Springfield .con

1004. But hat convention
passed with whirl, motion to honorable merciful compared to

carried
r

have

gentieman

honorable.

this Springfield meeting. the
Springfield convention 1904 there
was fight There were two strong

that convention, one
Hopkins, Iwrence, Brenuan
Quinn, aided their Chicago

lor he the autocrat of and backers, the other composed
in

he
he

of

of

of

in

of down-stat- e democrats. The
was

organized and vigorously led.
The down-stat- e had no lead- -

acted the nart er. and the minority, organized and
decent, manly as it was, triumphed ove the

man but he did not. He had unlimit-- J majority. That great wrongs were
ed newer and he it like j done at the Springfield convention no
i air m- treat flog fair man deny; but bitter as the
as I v a. tri Jte l at this "pro- - fitfht between the factions was, no per-gre-.h- e

democratic" meeting. There i sonal violence was used. Its brtra-lty- ,

was no occasion to the steam roll-- j the Springfield meeting far surpassed
er over me so ruthlessly and brutally, i the Springfield convention of 1904.
Mr. Harrison and his had. as j At the Springfield convention of
I say. unlimited the meeting 1 the dominant faction permitted

wholly in and they the other side hearing Prentiss, th j
could have heard the other side with 'mayor of and others bein?

should
did not propose to iet

I had to say go the
and to they me under.
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heard. But at the Springfield meet-
ing o'. 1911, not a word was permitted
from the other side by thos,e In con-

trol. At the Springfield convention it
was gave' rule. At the Springfield
meeting it was gag rule. Both are bad,
but of the two, gag rule is the worst.
It is more destructive to liberty.
V.'hen free cxjiession is denied, r.u
vestige of liberty remains. Without
free speech, liberty is an idle dream.
Hear me' Hear me! I?t me plead my
cause, and I'll take my chances with
the worst of men. Gag rule is hell'
invention. There's nothing worse.

At the Springfield meeting tho othe-da- y,

it was one man against a thous-
and. He had no show to change the
cut-anddrl- program of that meet-
ing, or to change Its foreordained re-

sults, and there was no valid reason
why he should not have been heard
in defense of the state .

which had been so unfairly and so
viciously assailed. Yet, he was beaten
down like a dog and silenced by rude
violence.

It cannot be possible that the man-

hood of America will stand for such
actions as prevailed at this

meeting of d dem-

ocrats." I have no doubt but for the
courageous Interference of Mr. Rees
and his brotherly appeals to me, that
much greater violence would have been
resorted to; but for his friendly ap-

peals I should have gone further, and
should, no doubt, have been dealt with
more severely than I was. j

So far as I am personally concerned, j

I regret the conduct of Mr. j

Harrison and his Chicago following. I
regret that such unfair, such un-Am- r-

lean, such ruthless methods should be ;

resorted to by men calling

democrats. Personally. I very much
dislike the notoriety that Mr. Harri-
son's extremely unfair conduct has
given me. But I can stand the notori-
ety and the sores and bruises that came
to me from the physical violence to
which I was subjected, much better
than can .he men who thus needlessly
and wantonly maltreated me.

I cannot close this brief story with-
out saying that I do not blame the
down-stat- e democrats for what occur-
red to me at this meeting. I am sure
that the down-stat- e democrats would
have heard me, and this belief I shall
carry with me to my grave. I believed
this when the trouble was on, and I
believe it now. Scores of good men
came to me after the meeting was over
and expressed their hearty disapproval
of what had taken place and their
warm sympathy for me in having been
thus mistreated.

I do not believe that such conduct as
I was subjected to can help any cause
anywhere. There Is supposed to exist
in the breasts of all true Americans a
spirit of fair play; and nil such men
who were cognizant of what had taken
place at thin mioting, r-- far afi I was
concerned, thoroughly disapproved it.
In this connection I b lievo that I may
with propriety quote what Congress-
man Rainey said to me at the St. Nich-
olas hotel W'odntsday evening. He ed

exceedingly what had been
done to me. and said: "If f had been
there, Mr. Wheeler, you should have
had a hearing; but if they refused you
a hearing, then I should have walked
out of the meeting with you."

I beliei'e what Mr. Rainey said fairly
represents the feeling of down-stat- e

democrals. So far as Mr. Rainey is
concerned, the

people are merely using him as a
buffer to save their face and cause.
The outcry against this movement has
been so widespread throughout the
slate, and so vigorous withal, that tile
Chicago men realized that they had to
do something; and so they set Henry
Rainey up as a figurehead to save their
movement from extinction. Mr. Har
rison was the man that was brought j

mil ell n .lliu.-j- iii'-'-in- : aa a. .tii.'ii- -

date for national but
the suggestion was so unpopular with
down-stat- e that Mr. Harri-
son had to be thrown overboard In or-

der to save the movement from speedy
death, and Mr. Rainey was substituted
in his place. But the substitution of
Mr. Rainey for Mr. Harrison will be
without avail. It comes too late N'or
will Mr. Rainey serve as the ilgure- -
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J
head of the Chicago combination. He
plainly told me so. He will not be made
the cat's-pa- of the Chicago faction,
for he does not wish to obliterate him-

self as a democratic leader In the state
of Illinois and he knows that this. Is
what he would be doing If he should
consent to let the Ilearst-Lawrence-Harrls-

faction use him for their
selfish purposes. Mr. Rainey bas a fu-

ture, and that future h will not let tie
Lawrence-Harriso- n faction wreck.

Mr. Harrison's rudo and brutal
treatment of me was. In a way, worth
all it cost me, for it called forth In
most emphatic form the nobleness, the
grandeur and the sweet kindliness of
human nature. One touch of kindness
(pity) makes the whole world kin. I
have never before had such a striking
illustration of the great goodness of
the h"inan heart. Scores and scores
of men came to me while I was In
Springfield, with expression of detes-
tation for the treatment I had recoiv- -

ed, Hiid of the klndeft expressions Of
J sympathy tor me, personally. Two of
these men I shall never forget, Mr.
1'hillips, of the Chicago Tribune, and

I Mr. Armstrong of the Chicago News
young men, both of them poaslbily

.in or .1.", years old. How kind and
sweet they were to me! It was these
young men who suggested that I make
a ftatenuTt 'rr the public, and It was
their suggestion that I followed. Up-r- et

in mind as I was, I should never
have thought of it.

I did not see It myself, but I have
been told that the Chicago Examiner
said that I "tried to draw a gun" at
the Springfield meeting. The state-
ment. Is preposterous; It's silly. I am
no thug, no burglar, no hold-u- p man,
no highwayman, no train robber. I am
just a plain, peaceable, peace-lovin-g

man, with no courage for deaperate
'eoc!s. I uave lie', carried a gun since

I quit the arm)'. I should be thorough-
ly ashamed to carry one. I would no
sooner have a gun aboi.t me than I
would a iiottle of acid, or a billy, or a
oyr.a nile bomb. When I die, wherev-
er It may be, I shall die like a respe6t--,
al.'e man, unarmed. Billies and sling-- ,

and brass knuckles and bombs
and gun are ler o her met: not for
me." H. N. WHEELER.

Woman Sentenced as a 8py.
Lclpsic, Oct. 14. Mile. Renee Thir-lo- n,

a French teacher, who was arrest
ed ar z. spy and charged with having
obtained from a German army officer
the Beer, mobilization plans of tho
German army, was convicted and sen-
tenced to six months' Imprisonment.
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